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TÜV SÜD Group supports RTE in grid connection of France´s
first offshore wind farms
Darmstadt / Munich. TÜV SÜD Group is supporting the French grid operator, Réseau de
Transport d'Électricité (RTE), as owner´s engineer for the offshore export cable installation
scope of three new offshore wind farms currently being built off the French Atlantic coast. The
export cable connection is already in operation at the first wind farm near Saint-Nazaire.
Delivering near-baseload energy production, offshore wind farms are a central element of the European
energy transition. Three new offshore wind farms are currently being built off the French Atlantic Sea
coast at Saint-Nazaire, Fécamp and Courseulles-sur-Mer, where a total of more than 150 wind turbines
are to be installed. The first wind farm near Saint-Nazaire, with 80 wind turbines and a total output of
480 MW, will be put into operation by the end of 2022.
The French grid operator RTE is responsible for connecting the three offshore wind farms to the French
electricity grid. As owner´s engineer, TÜV SÜD Group is supporting RTE with installation and cable
protection as well as following up on the design and work of the submarine part of the connections to
the three wind farms. At the Project Management Office (PMO) at TÜV Hessen, a member of TÜV SÜD
Group, Tatiana Sánchez Martinez is responsible for coordinating the cooperation between TÜV Hessen,
TÜV SÜD UK, Tractebel DOC Offshore GmbH and other subcontractors of TÜV SÜD.
“One of the most important tasks of the PMO is leading the commercial and contract management,
invoicing and financial control of our project scope”, says Sánchez Martinez. In addition, the project
manager and her team have to keep a close eye on the financial side of the overall project and make
sure that budgets do not get out of hand. “The offshore environment is always a challenge for projects in
this area”, explains Sánchez Martinez. “However, by pooling our experience with that of Tractebel DOC,
we have been able to predict delay, manage associated risks and minimise their impact on the project,
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and we are proud of our successful support for RTE in achieving an important milestone in the overall
project.”
In future, the St. Nazaire wind farm will cover about 20 per cent of electricity consumption for the French
department of Loire-Atlantique.
The project is also a test of the partnership between TÜV SÜD Group and Tractebel DOC. In February
2022, the two companies had agreed to work together in the field of offshore wind energy and to jointly
implement new projects. “We can now see how well the partnership works in practice”, explains Tatiana
Sánchez Martinez. “Of course, the main beneficiaries are our customers.”
Further information on the services of TÜV Hessen and TÜV SÜD in connection with wind energy can
be found at https://www.tuev-hessen.de/en and www.tuvsud.com/windenergy.
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TÜV Hessen stands for the safety and sustainability of products, plants and services and the safe interaction of people,
technology and the environment. In technical testing and certification, TÜV Hessen is the market leader in Hesse, but also in
demand throughout Germany and internationally successful. TÜV Hessen has more than 60 locations in Hesse, branches in
four other German states and partner companies on three continents.
TÜV Hessen is an associated company of TÜV SÜD AG (55 percent) and the State of Hesse (45 percent) and generated
sales of around 171 million euros in 2021. www.tuev-hessen.de
Founded in 1866 as a steam boiler inspection association, the TÜV SÜD Group has evolved into a global enterprise. More
than 25,000 employees work at over 1.000 locations in about 50 countries to continually improve technology, systems and
expertise. They contribute significantly to making technical innovations such as Industry 4.0, autonomous driving and
renewable energy safe and reliable. www.tuvsud.com
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